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In the wake of the tragic murder of 17 innocent stu-
dents and teachers at Marjory Stoneman Doug-

las high School in Parkland, Florida, students, edu-
cators, politicians, and activists are searching for 
solutions to prevent future school shootings. as 
emotions morph from grief to anger to resolve, it is 
vitally important to supply facts so that policymak-
ers and professionals can fashion solutions based on 
objective data rather than well-intended but mis-
guided emotional fixes. are there ways to reduce gun 
violence and school shootings? Yes, but only after 
objectively assessing the facts and working collab-
oratively to fashion common-sense solutions.

Eight Stubborn Facts Regarding Gun 
Violence in America

1. Violent crime is down and has been on the decline 
for decades.

2. The principal public safety concerns with respect 
to guns are suicides and illegally owned hand-
guns, not mass shootings.

3. a small number of factors significantly increase 
the likelihood that a person will be a victim of a 
gun-related homicide.

4. Gun-related murders are carried out by a predict-
able pool of people.

5. higher rates of gun ownership are not associated 
with higher rates of violent crime.

6. There is no clear relationship between strict 
gun control legislation and homicide or violent 
crime rates.

7. Legally owned firearms are used for lawful pur-
poses much more often than they are used to 
commit crimes or suicide.

8. concealed carry permit holders are not the prob-
lem, but they may be part of the solution.

1. America is relatively safe, and the trend is 
toward becoming safer.

 ■ according to the National crime Victimization 
Survey, violent crime has been declining steadily 
since the early 1990s.

 ■ The 2011 homicide rate was almost half of the rate 
in 1991, and according to Pew research, the 2013 
gun-related death rate was half of the rate in 1993.

 ■ The number of non-fatal firearm crimes commit-
ted in 2011 was one-sixth the number committed 
in 1993.

 ■ In the past few years, there have been minor 
increases in certain types of violent crimes, 
mainly in large metropolitan areas. however, 
these increases are nowhere near those seen in 
the 1990s and are largely related to gang activity.

 ■ It should be remembered that it takes at least 
three to five years of data to show true trend 
lines. It appears that the collective homicide 
toll for america’s 50 largest cities decreased 
modestly in 2017 after two consecutive years 
of increases.
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2. The principal public safety concerns are 
suicides and illegally owned handguns.

 ■ according to the Pew research center, almost 
two-thirds of america’s annual gun deaths are 
suicides. Since 1981, when the centers for Dis-
ease control began publishing data, gun suicides 
have outnumbered gun homicides. In 2010 alone, 
19,392 americans used guns to kill themselves.

 ■ Most gun-related crimes are carried out with ille-
gally owned firearms—as much as 80% according 
to some estimates.

 ■ The FBI’s Uniform crime reports prove that the 
overwhelming majority of gun-related homicides 
are perpetrated with handguns, with rifles of any 
kind accounting for less than 3% of gun-related 
homicides. In 2013, 5,782 murders were commit-
ted by killers who used a handgun, compared to 
285 committed by killers who used a rifle. The 
same holds true for 2012 (6,404 to 298); 2011 
(6,251 to 332); 2010 (6,115 to 367); and 2009 (6,501 
to 351).

 o More people are stabbed to death every year 
than are murdered with rifles.

 o a person is more likely to be bludgeoned to 
death with a blunt object or beaten to death 
with hands and feet than to be murdered with 
a rifle.

3. A small number of factors significantly 
increase the likelihood that a person will be a 
victim of a gun-related homicide.

 ■ Where do you live? Murders in the United States 
are very concentrated. according to the crime 
Prevention research center, over 50% of mur-
ders occur in 2% of the nation’s 3,142 counties. 
Moreover, gun-related homicides are heavily con-
centrated in certain neighborhoods within those 
counties: 54% of U.S. counties had zero murders 
in 2014.

 ■ Who is your partner? according to a recent schol-
arly article in the Hastings Law Journal, people 
recently or currently involved in an abusive inti-
mate relationship are much more likely to be 

victims of gun-related homicide than is the rest 
of the population, especially if the abuser pos-
sesses firearms.

 ■ are you in a gang? according to the Department 
of Justice’s National Gang center, particularly in 
urban areas, significant percentages of gun-relat-
ed homicides (15%–33%) are linked with gang 
and drug activity. Gang-related homicides are 
more likely to involve firearms than non-gang-
related homicides are.

 ■ are you a male between 15 and 34? The majority 
of standard gun murder victims are men between 
the ages of 15 and 34. although black men make 
up roughly 7% of the population, they account 
for almost two-thirds of gun murder victims 
every year.

 ■ Women and children are more likely to be the 
victims of mass shootings and homicide-suicide 
shootings than they are to be the victims of a 

“typical” gun-related homicide.

4. The perpetration of gun-related murders 
is often carried out by predictable people.

 ■ according to studies, almost all mass public 
shooters have extensive histories of mental 
health issues (whether delusional/psychiatric 
or depression/anger), disturbing behaviors, or 
interpersonal violence.

 ■ Intimate partner conflict and domestic vio-
lence history are major risk factors for homi-
cide-suicides, even for those not involving inti-
mate partners.

 ■ Especially in urban areas, a small number of 
recidivist violent offenders are typically respon-
sible for the majority of gun violence.

5. Higher rates of gun ownership are not 
associated with higher rates of violent crime.

 ■ Switzerland and Israel have much higher gun 
ownership rates than the United States but expe-
rience far fewer homicides and have much lower 
violent crime rates than many European nations 
with strict gun control laws.

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2013/05/24/suicides-account-for-most-gun-deaths/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/07/27/new-evidence-confirms-what-gun-rights-advocates-have-been-saying-for-a-long-time-about-crime/?utm_term=.7266d8d5ba09
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/07/27/new-evidence-confirms-what-gun-rights-advocates-have-been-saying-for-a-long-time-about-crime/?utm_term=.7266d8d5ba09
https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2013/crime-in-the-u.s.-2013/offenses-known-to-law-enforcement/expanded-homicide/expanded_homicide_data_table_8_murder_victims_by_weapon_2009-2013.xls
https://crimeresearch.org/2017/04/number-murders-county-54-us-counties-2014-zero-murders-69-1-murder/
https://crimeresearch.org/2017/04/number-murders-county-54-us-counties-2014-zero-murders-69-1-murder/
http://www.hastingslawjournal.org/wp-content/uploads/Gildengorin-67.3.pdf
http://www.hastingslawjournal.org/wp-content/uploads/Gildengorin-67.3.pdf
https://ncadv.org/assets/2497/guns_and_dv0.pdf
https://ncadv.org/assets/2497/guns_and_dv0.pdf
https://www.nationalgangcenter.gov/survey-analysis/measuring-the-extent-of-gang-problems
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6103a2.htm
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-guns-boycott-delta-air/georgia-lawmaker-threatens-to-kill-delta-state-tax-breaks-over-nra-stance-idUSKCN1GA2UV
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/mass-shootings-are-a-bad-way-to-understand-gun-violence/
https://www.repository.law.indiana.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=11135&context=ilj
https://www.hoplofobia.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/The-Patterns-and-Prevalence-of-Mass-Public-Shootings.pdf
https://www.hoplofobia.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/The-Patterns-and-Prevalence-of-Mass-Public-Shootings.pdf
https://psychiatryonline.org/doi/pdf/10.5555/appi.books.9781615371099
https://psychiatryonline.org/doi/pdf/10.5555/appi.books.9781615371099
https://www.repository.law.indiana.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=11135&context=ilj
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1531371
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1531371
https://crimeresearch.org/2014/03/comparing-murder-rates-across-countries/
https://crimeresearch.org/2014/03/comparing-murder-rates-across-countries/
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 o While some will argue that the guns carried 
by Swiss and Israeli citizens are technically 

“owned” by the government in most cases, this 
does little to negate the fact that many citizens 
in those countries have ready access to firearms.

 ■ canada is ranked 12th in the world for the number 
of civilian-owned guns per capita and reports one 
of the world’s lower homicide rates—but even then, 
some provinces have higher homicide rates than 
U.S. states with less restrictive laws and higher 
rates of gun ownership have.

 ■ although many gun control advocates have noted 
that “right-to-carry” states tend to experience 
slight increases in violent crime, other studies 
have noted the opposite effect.

 ■ higher rates of concealed carry permit holders 
are even more strongly associated with reduction 
in violent crime than are “right-to-carry” states. 
The probable reason for this is that “right-to-
carry” studies often include “open carry” states, 
which have not been shown to correlate with 
more people actually carrying or even owning 
firearms. rates of concealed carry permit hold-
ers are better indicators of the number of people 
who actually possess and carry firearms within a 
given population.

 ■ Further, as with most correlations, there are many 
other factors that can account for increases in 
concealed carry permits—including the fact that 
people who live in already dangerous neighbor-
hoods seek out means of self-defense. The Huff-
ington Post noted that the rate of concealed carry 
permit requests in chicago has soared in recent 
years after the city loosened restrictions, in large 
part, according to the Chicago Tribune, because 
law-abiding residents are increasingly worried 
about rising rates of violent crime in the city.

 ■ The rate of gun ownership is higher among whites 
than it is among african americans, but the mur-
der rate among african americans is significantly 
higher than the rate among whites.

 ■ Similarly, the rate of gun ownership is higher in 
rural areas than in urban areas, but urban areas 
experience higher murder rates.

6. There is no clear relationship between 
strict gun control legislation and homicide or 
violent crime rates.

 ■ The Brady campaign against Gun Violence 
ironically makes this clear with its ratings for 
states based on gun laws. “Gun freedom” states 
that score poorly, like New hampshire, Ver-
mont, Idaho, and Oregon, have some of the lowest 
homicide rates. conversely, “gun-control-loving” 
states that received high scores, like Maryland 
and Illinois, experience some of the nation’s high-
est homicide rates.

 ■ The crime Prevention research center notes that, 
if anything, the data indicate that countries with 
high rates of gun ownership tend to have lower 
homicide rates—but this is only a correlation, and 
many factors do not necessarily support a conclu-
sion that high rates of gun ownership cause the 
low rates of homicide.

 ■ homicide and firearm homicide rates in Great 
Britain spiked in the years immediately follow-
ing the imposition of severe gun control measures, 
despite the fact that most developed countries 
continued to experience a downward trend in 
these rates. This is also pointed out by noted crim-
inologist John Lott in his book The War on Guns.

 ■ Similarly, Ireland’s homicide rates spiked in the 
years immediately following the country’s 1972 
gun confiscation legislation.

 ■ australia’s National Firearms act appears to have 
had little effect on suicide and homicide rates, 
which were falling before the law was enacted and 
continued to decline at a statistically unremark-
able rate compared to worldwide trends.

 ■ according to research compiled by John Lott and 
highlighted in his book The War on Guns, aus-
tralia’s armed and unarmed robbery rates both 
increased markedly in the five years immediately 
following the National Firearms act, despite the 
general downward trend experienced by other 
developed countries.

 ■ Great Britain has some of the strictest gun control 
laws in the developed world, but the violent crime 

https://mises.org/blog/few-gun-laws-new-hampshire-safer-canada
https://mises.org/blog/few-gun-laws-new-hampshire-safer-canada
https://crimeresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/2015-Report-from-the-Crime-Prevention-Research-Center-Final.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/fact-checker/post/do-concealed-weapon-laws-result-in-less-crime/2012/12/16/e80a5d7e-47c9-11e2-ad54-580638ede391_blog.html?utm_term=.551a354e580c
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/chicago-black-women-concealed-carry-permits_us_59ba879ae4b02da0e13fa3b1
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/ct-black-female-gun-owners-chicago-20170831-story.html
http://www.bradycampaign.org/sites/default/files/SCGLM-Final10-spreads-points.pdf
https://crimeresearch.org/2014/03/comparing-murder-rates-across-countries/
https://crimeresearch.org/2014/03/comparing-murder-rates-across-countries/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/gun-deaths-mass-shootings/
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3086324
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rate for homicide, rape, burglary, and aggravated 
assault is much higher than that in the U.S. Fur-
ther, approximately 60% of burglaries in Great 
Britain occur while residents are home, compared 
to just 13% in the U.S., and British burglars admit 
to targeting occupied residences because they are 
more likely to find wallets and purses.

 ■ It is difficult to compare homicide and firearm-
related murder rates across international borders 
because countries use different methods to deter-
mine which deaths “count” for purposes of violent 
crime. For example, since 1967, Great Britain has 
excluded from its homicide counts any case that 
does not result in a conviction, that was the result of 
dangerous driving, or in which the person was deter-
mined to have acted in self-defense. all of these fac-
tors are counted as “homicides” in the United States.

7. Legally owned firearms are used for lawful 
purposes much more often than they are used to 
commit crimes or suicide.

 ■ In 2013, President Barack Obama ordered the 
centers for Disease control and Prevention to 
assess existing research on gun violence. The 
report, compiled by the Institute of Medicine and 
the National research council, found (among 
other things) that firearms are used defensively 
hundreds of thousands of times every year.

 ■ according to the cDc, “self-defense can be an 
important crime deterrent.” recent cDc reports 
acknowledge that studies directly assessing the 
effect of actual defensive uses of guns have found 

“consistently lower injury rates among gun-using 
crime victims compared with victims who used 
other self-protective strategies.”

 ■ Semi-automatic rifles (such as the ar-15) are 
commonly used as self-defense weapons in the 
homes of law-abiding citizens because they are 
easier to control than handguns, are more ver-
satile than handguns, and offer the advantage of 
up to 30 rounds of protection. Even Vox has pub-
lished stories defending the use of the ar-15.

 ■ ar-15s have been used to save lives on many occa-
sions, including:

 o Oswego, Illinois (2018) — a man with an ar-15 
intervened to stop a neighbor’s knife attack and 
cited the larger weapon’s “intimidation factor” 
as a reason why the attacker dropped the knife.

 o catawba county, North carolina (2018) — a 
17-year-old successfully fought off three armed 
attackers with his ar-15.

 o houston, Texas (2017) — a homeowner sur-
vived a drive-by shooting by defending himself 
with his ar-15.

 o Broken arrow, Oklahoma (2017) — a home-
owner’s son killed three would-be burglars 
with an ar-15 (the man was later deemed to 
have acted in justifiable self-defense).

 o Ferguson, Missouri (2014) — african american 
men protected a white man’s store from rioters 
by standing outside armed with ar-15s.

 o Texas (2013) — a 15-year-old boy used an ar-15 
during a home invasion to save both his life and 
that of his 12-year-old sister.

 o rochester, New York (2013) — home intruders 
fled after facing an ar-15.

8. Concealed carry permit holders are not the 
problem, but they may be part of the solution.

 ■ Noted criminologist John Lott found that, as a 
group, concealed carry permit holders are some of 
the most law-abiding people in the United States. 
The rate at which they commit crimes generally 
and firearm crimes specifically is between one-
sixth and one-tenth of that recorded for police 
officers, who are themselves committing crimes 
at a fraction of the rate of the general population.

 ■ Between 2007 and 2015, murder rates dropped 
16% and violent crime rates dropped 18%, even 
though the percentage of adults with concealed 
carry permits rose by 190%.

 ■ regression estimates show a significant associa-
tion between increased permit ownership and a 
drop in murder and violent crime rates. Each per-
centage point increase in rates of permit-holding 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/crime-rates-in-england-and-wales-worse-than-us-2042216.html
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/download/testimony-of-kopel-pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm199900/cmselect/cmhaff/95/95ap25.htm
http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and_science/human_nature/2013/06/handguns_suicides_mass_shootings_deaths_and_self_defense_findings_from_a.html
http://reason.com/blog/2015/09/07/a-survey-thats-not-designed-to-measure-d
https://www.cnsnews.com/news/article/cdc-study-use-firearms-self-defense-important-crime-deterrent
https://www.americanrifleman.org/articles/2015/5/26/the-ar-for-home-defense-one-experts-opinion
https://www.vox.com/2016/6/20/11975850/ar-15-owner-orlando
https://www.vox.com/2016/6/20/11975850/ar-15-owner-orlando
https://patch.com/illinois/oswego/ar-15-threat-used-stop-knife-attack-sheriff
http://www.thetruthaboutguns.com/2018/02/dean-weingarten/ar-15-used-for-north-carolina-home-defense/
https://www.click2houston.com/news/1-dead-2-men-hospitalized-after-shooting-in-north-houston
https://nypost.com/2017/03/28/homeowners-son-kills-three-would-be-burglars-with-ar-15/
https://nypost.com/2017/04/04/man-who-killed-would-be-burglars-with-ar-15-wont-be-charged/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-missouri-shooting-gasstation/in-ferguson-black-residents-stand-guard-at-white-owned-store-idUSKCN0JA1XF20141126
http://humanevents.com/2013/01/10/assault-rifle-saves-teenagers-from-home-invasion-burglars/
https://www.theblaze.com/stories/2013/01/24/no-shots-fired-home-intruders-decide-not-to-stick-around-after-seeing-their-victim-holding-an-ar-15
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2814691
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2814691
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3004915
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3004915
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is associated with a roughly 2.5% drop in the mur-
der rate.

 ■ concealed carry permit holders are often “the 
good guy with a gun,” even though they rarely 
receive the attention of the national media. con-
cealed carry permit holders were credited with 
saving multiple lives in:

 o rockledge, Florida (2017);

 o antioch, Tennessee (2017);

 o arlington, Texas (2017);

 o Lyman, South carolina (2016);

 o Winton, Ohio (2015);

 o conyers, Georgia (2015);

 o New holland, South carolina (2015);

 o chicago, Illinois (2015);

 o Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (2015);

 o Darby, Pennsylvania (2015);

 o chicago, Illinois (2014);

 o Portland, Oregon (2014); and

 o Spartanburg, South carolina (2012).

https://www.cato.org/publications/white-paper/tough-targets-when-criminals-face-armed-resistance-citizens
https://www.cato.org/publications/white-paper/tough-targets-when-criminals-face-armed-resistance-citizens
https://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/2017/11/27/rockledge-gunman-recovering-worked-brevard-elementary-school/898582001/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/ct-tennessee-church-shooting-20170924-story.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/good-samaritan-kills-active-shooter-texas-sports-bar-police-n755136
http://www.fox5atlanta.com/news/deputies-man-opens-fire-in-sc-bar-draws-return-fire
http://www.foxnews.com/us/2015/07/27/cincinnati-man-shoots-at-1-year-old-boy-is-shot-by-man-with-concealed-carry.html
http://www.rockdalenewtoncitizen.com/news/customer-who-returned-fire-at-rockdale-county-murder-suspect-called/article_4ee4f1bf-8f25-5969-8360-0b9eb21e6c98.html
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/28998992/firefighter-cwps-likely-stopped-a-massacre-of-children-firefighters
https://chicago.suntimes.com/news/uber-driver-shoots-man-who-allegedly-fired-at-group-on-logan-square-sidewalk/
http://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/Man-Shot-in-the-Chest-Inside-West-Philly-Barbershop-297176271.html
https://crimeresearch.org/2014/07/fortunately-doctor-carries-gun-into-gun-free-zone-saves-lives/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/chi-military-member-concealed-carry-shoots-attacker-20140706-story.html
http://www.oregonlive.com/portland/index.ssf/2014/01/post_414.html
http://www.foxcarolina.com/story/17251517/churchgoers-subdue-gunman-at-spartanburg-church
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